[Ultrasound-guided combined femoral nerve and lateral femoral cutaneous nerve blocks for femur neck fracture surgery--case report].
We report two cases of elderly patients who underwent ultrasound-guided combined femoral nerve and lateral femoral cutaneous nerve blocks for osteosynthesis of femur neck fracture. In both cases, neuraxial anesthesia was contraindicated due to coagulopathy, and severe restrictive ventilatory disorder was observed. The femoral nerve and lateral femoral cutaneous nerve blocks were performed with 20ml of 0.375% ropivacaine under ultrasonographic visualization using a high frequency linear probe. Ultrasonographic visualization was useful to identify the needle tip and to observe the spread of local anesthetics. Supplemental local infiltration of anesthetics and intravenous low-dose sedative drugs were administered during surgery. The perioperative course was uneventful in both cases. This combined block technique could be a choice for osteosynthesis of femur neck fracture especially in high-risk patients.